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Discipleship Groups encourage Koinonia
by Joel Rietema
What does community in first century Palestine
have to do with Discipleship Groups at Pella
Christian High? I’m glad you asked!
In first century Palestine, the essence of Jewish
life was the relational way in which they lived
as a community. Each individual within the
community lived and worked for the common
good of the group rather than for themselves. This
was a practical approach to life--it made life easier
when burdens were shared. It wasn’t just about
practicality though--communal life was about
learning and growing together, holding each other
accountable to live the life that God had designed
for them. Koinonia, which means “community”
in Greek, was an integral part of what made
everyday life meaningful for the Jewish people.
Even their educational system was based on the
premise that the best education occurred within a
loving and supportive community.
Pella Christian High offers students a koinonia
education. Students at PC are not seen as
autonomous individuals, but as whole persons
who are part of the community. Students are
nurtured by a community of faculty and staff
that holds their best interests at heart. We desire
that each student be seen, valued and known,
so their classroom education is backed up by
authentic relationships. At its core, koinonia
is what Discipleship Groups (D-Groups) is all
about. Even though our larger school community
engages students in personal ways at every turn,
D-Groups allows for even greater focus on
relationships in a small group experience.
Now in its second year, the D-Groups program
has paid dividends in many ways, but still has
room to grow to benefit students even more
in the coming years. These 32 groups meet
twice a month to connect in a meaningful way
through group-building activities, serving others,
examining God’s word, and praying together. The
groups are intentionally small (7-10 students)
in order to provide opportunities for connection
and community to be strengthened, providing a
place that is safe, confidential, and encouraging.
The groups are made up of students from
different grade levels and interests, encouraging
connections beyond their peer groups.

Brother/sister D Groups enjoyed games and
snacks together before Christmas break.

Each D-Group is lead by an adult—a PC staff or
community member—who doesn’t just direct the
group’s activity, but participates with the students.
D-Group leaders create authentic relationships
with their students that are intended to grow
through the years. When we look closely at the
ministry of Jesus, we see he had a “discipleship”
group of 12 young men. Since Jesus had such a
close relationship with his disciples he was able to
speak truth into their lives like no one else could.
His expressed desire, as is the hope for PC grads,
is that they would take these truths and bring
shalom (peace and wholeness) to a broken world.
D-Group leaders mirror this kind of discipleship
model by leading their groups and participating
with them throughout the year.
We hope our community, our koinonia, would
look similar to the early church that caught fire
after Pentecost. “[They] devoted themselves to
the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and prayer…Every day they
continued to meet together in the temple courts.
They broke bread in their homes and ate together
with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and
enjoying the favor of all people. And the Lord
added to their number daily those who were being
saved.” (Acts 2:42, 46-47) We may not be in first
century Palestine, but we can learn a lot from the
way they lived life in community.
Please pray that the relationships formed within
our D-Groups help us to share our own stories,
to learn another’s story, and live into God’s great
story. May we be a Christ-centered koinonia.
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From the Principal’s Pen: FLEx
Organizations that
hope to thrive must
always ask questions
about their mission and
identity. The board,
administration, and staff
at Pella Christian High
School must spend time, too, asking questions
about our identity as a Christian school. Two
questions that Tod Bolsinger from Fuller
Seminary in Pasadena, California, says that
churches, institutions, and organizations like
PCHS must ask are these:  
• Why do we exist as an organization?
• What would be lost in our community
and world if we ceased to be?

Those are deep questions that require
deep thought. The answers, though, are
very exciting, even invigorating, as we
consider our role in the lives of students
and families in south central Iowa. How
would you answer the question about
why Pella Christian High School exists as
an organization? In an era of perceived
shrinking resources, wouldn’t our local
public schools adequately meet the needs
of high school student education?
The answer is an emphatic “No”! Pella
Christian High School has a special mission
“to educate and nurture each student to
serve in God’s world." Public schools
can’t do what we do. They can offer a good

activities vital part of TfT framework

education, but they can’t point students to city, country, or world.
God’s work in the world and their place in
One example of a FLEx activity would be
God’s work of kingdom restoration.
the tree planting that teachers Audra Faber’s
I have never, in all of my twenty- and Ellie Rethmeier’s classes undertook
plus years in Christian education, been earlier this fall. They identified needs
more passionate about what we’re doing on our campus around beautification and
in Christian education.
Teaching for energy stewardship. They helped students
Transformation (TfT), in particular, is identify which trees are native and nonhelping PCHS and our other local Christian native to Iowa, and which varieties would
schools to be more intentional and authentic serve best as windbreaks to improve energy
in offering a Christian education to high efficiency in our building or offer protection
school students.
for outdoor venues.
One way TfT helps us do that is through
Students learned best practices in planting
the implementation
trees and were part
of FLEx activities, or Pella Christian High School has a of a major effort to
“formational learning
properly plant 51
experiences.”
Our special mission “to educate and trees around our
teachers are working nurture each student to serve in campus. The results?
to create projects God’s world."
Students were part of
and activities that
a cohesive effort to
allow students to perform real work, for make a practical and aesthetic difference
real people, that meet real needs. Those on our campus. They have added value to
activities include personal acts of service, our campus and learned about the variety of
helping students convince other groups trees in God’s diverse creation.  
(parents? church members?) to partner in
Pella Christian is thriving as we meet our
service, doing research that “busts” myths mission to educate and nurture each student
or misinformation that can ultimately to serve in God’s world! We can emphatically
lead others to make behavioral or attitude answer that we have a huge role to play in the
changes, encouraging those doing works lives of students in south central Iowa. As an
of healing in society, creating products institution that points students to God and His
that can be shared for the benefit of the kingdom plan for a broken world, our role
community, or promoting wholeness, has never been more important!
justice and healing in our neighborhood,
			Mr. Van Kooten

'History Stories' connect past with life experiences
by Dan Vermeer
The study of history for many students
is dry and boring. For many it is simply
a collection of names and facts that have
little or no connection to their lives. As a
history teacher, it can be challenging to
make the subject interesting for students
to engage in it. One strategy that has been
effective is connecting students to people
who have experienced history.
The name of the project is called “History
Stories.” Students who study US History at
Pella Christian complete this project in the
spring of the school year as we study the
late 1900s. The students are required to find
someone who is of retirement age and ask
them about how they have been influenced by

the events in history that we are studying in
class. Students conduct these interviews face
to face with their contact. After the interview
is completed, students create a historical
record of the interview. These documents are
shared with the person they interviewed.
Last year students documented the
experiences of people who lived through
the Vietnam War, remembered the
assassination of John F. Kennedy, the
resignation of Richard Nixon, the farm
crisis of the early 1980s, the Gulf War, and
9/11. Students learned how these events
shaped the lives of the people who they
interviewed. It was a great way to make
history come alive as they saw it in the life
of a person who they know.
2

Many students also learned interesting
stories from the way people lived in a
world that did not have smart phones
and the internet. These stories allowed
students to see not only into the past, but
also into the life of another person. Along
with connecting to the past, students also
connected with another person who has a
life full of experiences that can teach a high
school student many valuable lessons.
The “History Stories” assignment is about
more than just connecting students to the
past. It’s also about connecting students to
other people and their lives. If you are retired
and would be willing to be interviewed by a
PCHS student, please email Dan Vermeer at
vermeerd@pceagles.org.
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Winterim internships help students determine career paths
by Brad Engbers
Winterim internships provide a wonderful
opportunity for Pella Christian students to
spend a minimum of 42 hours over 7 days
learning in real work situations. This year
77 juniors and seniors had the opportunity
to do internships at 47 different sites
throughout central Iowa and as far away as
Texas, Arizona and China.
The internship process starts back in
October when students begin soliciting
prospective internship mentors and sites for
opportunities to work with them. Students
hoping to get internships at any of the
larger organizations fill out an application
and are placed by site coordinators with
mentors who are willing to work with them
at the business or organization.
The key to the success of our program has
been that relationship with area employers.
There are so many organizations in Pella
and the surrounding communities that
are willing to invest in our students and
provide a great experience! We really
appreciate everyone who played a part in
our program this year! Some internship
sites host multiple students every year and
have developed outstanding programs that
help students learn more about themselves
and the world of work.

While “on the job” students are expected
to participate as much as is possible and
practical in the daily routine of their
internship mentors. Each year I’m amazed
at what our students actually get to do. For
example, students involved in health care
had the opportunity to observe surgeons
performing various procedures including
a robotic surgery. Prospective engineers
were able to design prototypes using Solid
Works and work with teams of engineers in
manufacturing settings. Future teachers were
working directly with students in classrooms.
A student interested in counseling spent
time with her mentor in a weekly group
meeting with clients of a local social
service agency. Students planned worship
services, submitted payrolls, rode along on
police patrols, repaired farm equipment,
counted eagles, organized storage rooms,
sat in on a hiring blitz, analyzed marketing
data, created their own brand, illustrated
books and took X-rays. The list of
experiences goes on and on!
At the end of the week some student were
required to present an oral summary of their
week’s activities in a formal setting, while
others had to complete reports or submit
presentations related to their internship. A
common theme as students reflected on their
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experiences was “I had no idea…” I loved
hearing that because it means that something
was revealed to them during their internship
experience that they will now use as they
make decisions about their future.
In some cases what students learned
increased their interest in that career area.
For others, their experience may have
caused them to change their mind about
what they want to do. In both cases, the
student wins! I appreciated hearing that
many mentors encouraged their students
to not get overly concerned about specific
majors or training. Students were able to
see that many adults have changed their
careers multiple times, and that it’s more
important to prepare yourself to be a life
long learner. What great advice!
On behalf of all of the students I would
like to once again thank all of our mentors,
managers and supervisors who were
willing to work alongside our students.
In some cases students are able to build a
strong bond with their mentors that may
benefit them for years to come.
Each year we get a few new cooperating
sites, so if your organization would be
willing to host an intern in the future,
please contact me at engbersb@pceagles.
org and we’ll get you on our list for 2020.

Almost
80 internships, 26
different
classes and
4 trips (London,
Ecuador, Florida
and Haiti) made for
another successful
Winterim Jan. 2-10.
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Congratulations…
…to biology teacher Audra Faber, who was recently named
the recipient of the Bohumil Shimek Environmental Education
Award granted by the Conservation Education Coalition and Iowa
Association of Naturalists here in Iowa. Pella Christian High was
also named the Sylvia Runkel Environmental Education Award
recipient this year, granted by the same groups and based on Mrs.
Faber's work. Congratulations, Mrs. Faber and Pella Christian High!

Upcoming Events

February
1
2

Homecoming
State Large Group Speech Contest at Cedar
Rapids Kennedy HS
4
LHC Instrumental Festival 7:00 p.m. at Newton HS
6
2:30 Dismissal: Teacher Professional Learning
14
Singfest Honor Choir at Central College
15
No School: Teacher TfT Training
16
All State Large Group Speech Festival at ISU
18
No School: Presidents Day
		
Board Meeting 7:00 p.m.
21
Speech Peer Critique 5:00 p.m. PCHS Library
		
Winter Music Concert 7:00 p.m.
22
ASVAB Testing & Career Fair for Sophomores
23
District Individual Speech Contest at Grinnell HS
		
Shine Drill Team Showcase 7:00 p.m.
26-27 Spiritual Renewal Days
27
2:30 Dismissal: Teacher Professional Learning

March
5
6
9
11-15
18
20
22-23
25
		
26
29
30

Parent Preview Night
2:30 Dismissal: Teacher Professional Learning
State Individual Speech Contest at North Scott HS
Spring Break
Board Meeting 7:00 p.m.
2:30 Dismissal: Teacher Professional Learning
Spring Theater Production "Murder's in the Heir"
7:00 p.m.
1:30 Dismissal: Parent-Teacher Conferences
6:00-8:00 p.m.
All State Individual Speech at UNI
Jostens Cap & Gown Delivery Day 8:00-8:25 a.m.
No School: Teacher Work Day (snow make-up day)
State Solo & Ensemble Music Festival at PCHS
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Alumni Reflections

Pothoven ('93) recognizes
impact of Christian education

by Andrea Van Kooten
“Loving others in the way
Jesus has called us to” is the
way Scott Pothoven ('93) seeks
to lead his life. After growing
up in rural, south central Iowa
and attending Pella Christian
High School, Scott attended
Trinity Christian College and
then remained in the south
suburbs of Chicago, working
as an independent financial
advisor. In 2015 he moved
to the Indianapolis suburb of
Zionsville where he lives with
his wife Jenny and works as
a private wealth advisor with
Ronald Blue Trust.
Pothoven is grateful for the
Christian education he received
at PCHS. It reinforced and
deepened his knowledge of the
Bible, broadened his perspective
that faith in Jesus Christ should
not be compartmentalized, but
should impact every area of
life, and provided him with a
safe environment to question
his faith and compare it to other
worldviews. This gave him
a foundation in his work as a
financial advisor and also as he
worked with a friend to create
sustainable businesses in East
Africa – using business as a
mission.
He enjoys his work in
financial advising as he has the
opportunity to develop deep
relationships with his clients,
to help them steward well the
resources God has given them.
The love that he experienced at

Memorial Gifts

Scott Pothoven ('93) works as
a financial adviser in Zionsville,
Ind., and has used his profession
as a mission to help to create
sustainable businesses in East
Africa.

PCHS from teachers, support
staff, and from the community
as a whole helped him see that
is how he too wants to live out
the Gospel, not only with his
family and clients, but all those
around him and wherever God
calls him. Scott is thankful
for that love from the PCHS
community that has extended to
his parents as they (Bob & Jan
Pothoven) have dealt with a 14year battle with cancer.
A strong proponent of
Christian education, Pothoven
states, “I believe we must do
everything we can to ensure
our children know God’s Word
and develop a process to apply
biblical truth as they engage
with the world around them.”
He is thankful for those who
were involved in his experience
at PCHS and helped prepare
him to do just that!

Memorial gifts were received in honor of
Joshua Wooldridge, Marvin Zylstra,
Earl Fopma and Sherry Westra.
PCHS expresses sympathy to family
and friends of these individuals whose
lives were a blessing.

