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Kyle Van Kooten (‘16) and Garret Griggs
(‘17) both grew up with a love for trucks and
the engines that power them. Van Kooten
always enjoyed watching machines work and
taking engines apart. "I have always been
interested in mechanics," he said. "Knowing
that there are a shortage of skilled laborers,
I saw the place to get a degree and have a
career while also farming."
Griggs remembers riding in semis with his
grandfather. “My grandpa started driving a
truck when I was six,” he said. “I used to ride
with him a lot and loved being around trucks.
I have always liked working with tools and
doing things with my hands.”
Both young men turned that passion into
a career, winning Diesel Tech competitions
along the way. Graduating from DMACC
in May and December of 2019, respectively,
Van Kooten and Griggs studied transmissions
and hydraulics, servicing and inspecting, fuel
and electrical theory. They also both won
first place in a DMACC competition, which
sent them to a statewide competition. First
place finishes there earned them the right to
represent Iowa at the Diesel Tech competition
in Louisville, KY.
Eleven
different
stations
at
the
competition included Failure Analysis, Parts
Measurement, Job Interview, Shop Skills,
Electrical Diagnosis, and more. In June of
2018 Van Kooten placed ninth out of 32
competitors; in June of 2019 Griggs placed
twelfth out of 44.
Griggs was happy with his performance,
especially since he feels DMACC focuses on
job skills, rather than teaching specifically
for success in the competition. “DMACC
focuses on preparing students to apply their
knowledge in the working world. So I went
in with working knowledge and not just how
to win the competition,” he said.
Van Kooten felt that being involved in the
competition helped him understand the trade
better, as well as helping him to fine tune and
add to the skills he learned at DMACC.

Kyle Van Kooten ('16) competed in three
Diesel Tech competitions, beginning with a
competition at DMACC, where he placed
first. From there he advanced to the statewide
compeition, where he again placed first, further
advancing to the national competition in
Louisville, KY, where he placed ninth out of 32
competitors.

Both Van Kooten and Griggs credit their
education at PCHS. Griggs feels his high
school experience helped him “learn how
to learn” and to think critically. “PCHS also
does a good job of encouraging students to
do things 'excellently' and to not settle for
mediocrity,” he said.
Van Kooten felt prepared for college
level classes. "Some of the classes I took at
PCHS were very similar to the core classes
we took at DMACC," he said. "It was easier
to succeed in the core classes at DMACC
because of this."
Griggs is currently employed at GATR
Truck Center in Des Moines as a diesel
technician. Van Kooten works for Big Bear
Mobile Repair in Pella.
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From the Principal’s Pen: The
Last week Friday, the
13 students who traveled
to Haiti for Winterim
arrived back at Des
Moines Airport after
nine days away. Some
of you may have seen the
pictures that were posted of those students
and chaperones while in Haiti.
Those students were hands-on the entire
week they were there. They worked with
students at the Christian School, tended the
Many Hands for Haiti (MH4H) gardens,
attended a church service, experienced the
beauty of a tropical country, and visited the
homes of some of the poorest of the poor.
One participant wondered aloud after her
return, "Why are these people so poor?
What else can be done to help these people?
What else can we be doing as Christians to
make a difference there?"
Also on Friday, students in the Native
American Winterim class participated in a
Blanket Exercise led by a group of people
from around North America who are part
of the CRC's Office of Race Relations.
The students, who were joined by another
Winterim class making a group of 25

Heart of Pella Christian High School

people, each brought a blanket to school.
require of you? To act justly and to love
Each blanket was spread out to resemble mercy and to walk humbly with your God."
a map of the United States, and students
Students in all classes at Pella Christian
walked on the blankets as a narration about High are encouraged to consider justice
the systematic removal of Native Americans issues. They are encouraged to see God's
from their lands was read. The blankets hand at work in His world. They are invited
were slowly removed, representing this to imagine how to reflect God's image in
part of American history.
the projects they create in Shop class, in Art
In the post discussion, students class, and in their research projects.
wondered, "Was God honored in this piece
Students are invited to identify God's
of our history? Was His justice served? redemptive plan for His people and His
What are ways that we can address justice creation in English classes, in science
for indigenous people now?"
classes, and in math classes. God is doing
These experiences
mighty and powerful
for our students aren't
God is doing mighty and things through the
just typical trips or
teachers and classes
classes. Our students powerful things through the at Pella Christian
do more than simply teachers and classes at PCHS. High School.
enjoy swimming by
Join me in praying
a waterfall in Haiti or learn facts about for His will and His way to be abundantly
the Meskwaki tribe. They do more than apparent to our students through their
simply play soccer with Haitian students classes and experiences at Pella Christian
or learn the history of Native Americans High. Join me in praying for ample
in Marion, Mahaska, and Jasper Counties. spiritual and financial resources for PC
Our students are given the invitation to staff to continue to educate and nurture
think deeply and to consider God's words each student to serve in God's world.
in Micah 6:8—"He has shown you, O man,
what is good. And what does the Lord
Mr. Van Kooten

Winterim trips, classes, internships broaden student experience

From left: Freshman Emri Agre helps garden in Haiti. Science teacher Greg Beekhuizen points out characteristics of a dogfish in Marine Science.
Senior Austin Van Kooten interns at Sully Electric.
In addition to 92 internships at various business in the area and trips to both Haiti and Brazil, this year’s Winterim included 145 students taking
28 different classes, 14 in the morning and 14 in the afternoon. Class topics included cooking, reading, sports, fine arts, construction, science, and
more. The average class size of 12 students allowed for lots of hands-on activities and meaningful discussions as well as a number of field trips.
New classes this year included studies on Native Americans, marine science, clay crafting, leatherworking, and a theology class.
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Fine arts teachers help students explore their creative roles
In the art room, project discussions
and critiques involve thought provoking
questions revolving around teacher Tessa
Crist's deep hope that students recognize
they are image bearers of God, the ultimate
Creator. She hopes they likewise will be
creators and bring bright and beautiful
works of art into this dark world. "I chose
this focus because I want my art students
to see that the act of creating can be a kind
of worship. God's people can bring him
glory by using their creativity to point to
his story," she said.
The Building and Trades class worked
with Robin Pfalzgraf, director for Habitat
for Humanity (HfH), to construct two
wooden storage sheds for their housing
program and a 12x16 steel storage shed for
the HfH office in Knoxville. The story line
for the Industrial Arts Department is "Be a
Builder," and the deep hope is to recognize,
value and use the gifts God has given by
seeking and engaging in opportunities
to build up the Kingdom of God. "The
opportunity provided by HfH has allowed

students to develop their skills and talents
while serving the local communities," said
Industrial Arts teacher Bob Scandridge.
"As a class we explored what it meant to
be a builder of God’s Kingdom and how
we can serve others in our daily walk. This
includes more than the project we built as a
class, but the impact we can have on others
around us."
Choir director Tim Van Voorst’s deep
hope is that each student will join with all
creation in wholeheartedly praising God
through artful song. At the beginning of the
school year and before each concert, choir
students are encouraged by these words
from the psalmist in Psalm 98:1, “Oh sing
to the LORD a new song, for he has done
marvelous things!”
Throughout the year, choir students develop
their vocal technique to become more skilled
in their singing, but the unique part of vocal
music (in contrast to instrumental music)
is marriage of text and music. Students are
encouraged to study the lyrics, understand
their meaning, and see how the composer

chose to set the text to music. "A wellcrafted song will enhance the text without
overpowering it, and singing expressively
can deliver the text to an audience with
renewed meaning," said Van Voorst.
The storyline for the band has been
“Praise through Performance, Ministry
without Words.” "The band has been
discussing how to bring praise to our God
and minister to our community through the
performance of our instruments," said band
director Autumn Bennett.
Performance reflection on a football
game asked the students to reflect on various
throughlines and how the band fulfilled
these throughlines with performing. The
band responded with 34% saying they were
“beauty creators” through the performance,
26% saying “community builders,” another
26% saying “God worshippers,” and 14%
responding “order discoverer,” “creation
enjoyer,” and “image reflector.”
Band students continue to reflect on ways
to connect their talents to the worship of
Creator God and minister to their community.

Strategic planning prompts changes in administration structure
In his first years as principal, Dan
Van Kooten saw the need for long term
strategic planning for PCHS, and also
saw value in working with the Center for
the Advancement of Christian (CACE) in
that process. As a result, PCHS and PCGS
began meeting individually with CACE
representatives nine months ago to identify
the unique needs of each school. During the
course of this strategic planning, a group of
administrators, board members, staff, and
supporters from each of the two schools
identified five impact areas for school
improvement, as well as the strategies
needed to implement those improvements.
As the groups from PCGS and PCHS
worked separately through this process,
they also met together to consider the
overlap in needs and strategies. The
similarity of needs and opportunities of
each school became apparent, and the
sensibility of the two schools working
together became evident to both strategic
roadmapping teams.
After each team shared information
with its respective school board and some
joint conversations were held between the

two boards, both PCGS and PCHS boards
recommend continuing and increasing
collaboration between the two schools.
This process could culminate in merging
PCGS and PCHS in the 2022-23 school
year. Meetings with Christian school
societies in surrounding communities are
being planned so that strategic roadmap
information can be shared and questions
can be addressed.
As PCHS worked through the strategic
planning process, it also became evident
that some changes needed to take place to
ensure PCHS remains a strong and viable
long-term option for Christian education.
Principal Van Kooten began to question if
his skill set was aligned with the adjusted
leadership role that PCHS will need going
forward.
After much prayer, reflection and
conversation, he decided to decline the
board’s offer to remain as principal at
PCHS after the close of this school year.
“Both he and (his wife) Andi have given
extensively of their time and energy to
see PCHS be an inclusive and successful
school community,” said board president
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Troy Hugen. “Dan’s vision to bring in
CACE will be key to our long-term success
going forward. The sacrifices made by an
administrator and his or her family are
often overlooked by many; however, those
sacrifices are real and take a toll. While
the board will be very sad to see Dan
leave, we understand his desire to make
this significant change, and we respect and
accept his decision.”
In the last month, the Executive Teams
of both school boards have met to talk
about opportunities to integrate. They have
also discussed administrative structures
at both schools in light of Van Kooten’s
resignation. Teams from both boards also
visited each of the sister school boards in
December to discuss the potential for a
merger and to field questions from sister
school board members. PCHS hosted
a Society meeting in early January that
included more information for attendees
regarding the strategic roadmap. Both
schools are continuing their consultating
relationship with the CACE fellows going
forward into the second semester of the
school year.
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Alumni Reflections

Cole remembers years at Pella Christian High School as fun, formative
God’s faithfulness has been
evident to Barbara (Geels) Cole
('54) through places, times, and
work in her life. Now retired
and living in Whittier, CA, Barb
was born in Michigan and has
also lived in Iowa, Montana, and
Colorado. After graduating from
PCHS, she taught kindergarten
in Sully before attending Calvin
College. She has also worked
in banks in the various states
where she and her family lived,
was a secretary for a carpet layer
and then worked for 22 years as
secretary at Bellflower Christian
Elementary School.
Barb’s
husband Stan was a Christian
school teacher. The Coles have
three adult daughters.
Barb feels blessed by growing
up in a Christian home, belonging

to a church, and having Christian
friends, as well as a Christian
education. “The years at PCHS
were certainly formative years,
and having Christian teachers
that lived and taught their faith
in all of the subjects was most
instrumental in preparing me for
life,” she said.
Memories of fun times at
PCHS are a blessing as well.
She remembers with pleasure
good basketball teams, speech
contests, choir, roller skating
parties, friends, and attentive
teachers. “I just loved every
year!” she said.
Barb spent ten years leading a
Bible Study Fellowship group in
which many of the people did not
have the Biblical knowledge she
had. She credits her Christian

Society meeting well-attended
The PCHS Society convened
for a mid-year meeting in
the Vermeer Auditorium on
Thursday, Jan. 9 to vote on a
board governance proposal
from the PCHS Board of
Trustees.
Present for the
meeting were 217 Society
members,
a
significantly
greater number of attendees
than typical numbers that
have attended recent Society
meetings.
After opening prayer and
roll call, board president Troy
Hugen shared the Board of
Trustees' proposed change:
to present one nominee for
affirmation from each district
eligible for a new board member
rather than the traditional two
board members. The purpose
of the change, he explained,
was to reflect increasingly
common election practices in
many churches and schools.
Discussion included several
questions and comments from
attendees. The greatest concern
seemed to be what would happen
if a nominee was not approved.
Hugen noted that districts
themselves were not changing

nor would a replacement
nominee come from a different
district. Ultimately, the proposal
failed by a narrow margin.
While votes were tallied,
Principal Dan Van Kooten
shared parameters around the
upcoming Spanish immersion
pilot program, including the
plan for two classes in Spanish
per semester and recent efforts
to procure a teacher. Hugen
reviewed the efforts of the
board to implement the
Strategic Roadmap, including
information shared in a recent
letter to supporters outlining the
possibility of a merger in 3-4
years between Pella Christian
High and Pella Christian Grade
(see page 3).
Van Kooten ended the
evening with a number of
pictures highighting the success
of Winterim trips, internships,
and classes, as well as thoughts
about the significant strength of
Christian education at PCHS,
partly due to the implementation
of Teaching for Transformation
principles in all classrooms and
the intentionality inherent in
that effort.

education for this. “It has
served me well throughout life,
enriching my life and enabling
me to help others,” she said.
God’s
faithfulness
has
been evident to Barb through
her
husband,
children,
grandchildren and even greatgrandchildren, as well as the
churches and friends that have
been part of their lives in
the locations they have lived
and served. God has been
there through difficult times
and joyful times and all of
the everyday experiences –
including almost 60 years of
marriage. She prays that she
has been able to glorify God
and help others to love and
serve Jesus throughout her life.
Barb cannot imagine her life

without Christian education
and recommends it for young
parents. “Although Christian
education may not be perfect,
it gives children a foothold
on the rest of their lives,” she
said. She also stressed the
importance of parents being
completely involved with their
children’s education—both in
prayer and work.

Upcoming Events

February

5		 2:30 Dismissal: Professional Development
			 FFA Sub-District Contest at SE Warren
8		 State Large Group Speech Contest at Cedar Rapids
Washington HS
			 ACT Test
10		 LHC Honor Band 7:00 p.m. at Norwalk HS
			 FFA Meeting at PCHS at 6:30 p.m.
13		 Singfest Honor Choir at Central College Douwstra
Chapel 7:00 p.m.
14		 No School: TfT Training
17		 No School: President's Day
			 Board Meeting
19-20		 Spiritual Renewal Days
22		 All-State Speech Large Group at ISU
26		 2:30 Dismissal: Professional Development
27		 Speech Peer Critique 5:00 p.m. at PCHS
			 Winter Music Concert 7:00 p.m.
28		 ASVAB Testing/Career Fair for Sophomores
29		 District Individual Speech Contest at Pekin HS
			 Dance Team Camp/Showcase

Memorial Gifts

Memorial gifts were received in honor
of Joel Schiebout, Dan Van Wyk,
Phyllis Zylstra, Gerald Hoekstra,
Wilbur Veenstra and Ruth Mulder.
PCHS expresses sympathy to their
families and friends and gives thanks for
the blessing of their lives.

